Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.112; data-to-parameter ratio = 11.3.
In the title compound, [Cu(C 8 H 4 NO 6 ) 2 (C 13 H 14 N 2 )] n , the square-planar coordinated Cu II ion lies on an inversion centre and is coordinated by two protonated 5-nitroisophthalate ligands. The Cu II ions are linked into a one-dimensional coordination polymer by tethering 1,3-di-4-pyridylpropane ligands, whose central methylene C atoms are situated on twofold rotation axes. The chains are oriented parallel to the c axis, and stack into a supramolecular three-dimensional structure through O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen-bonding interactions.
Related literature
For some recent divalent copper dicarboxylate coordination polymers containing 1,3-di-4-pyridylpropane, see: Wang et al. (2009) .
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Comment
The title compound, (I), was prepared by the hydrothermal reaction of copper nitrate, 5-nitroisophthalic acid (nip) and 1,3-di-4-pyridylpropame (dpp). Its asymmetric unit contains a copper atom on an inversion centre, one singly protonated nip (Hnip) ligand, and one-half of a dpp ligand, whose central methylene carbon atom is situated on a 2-fold axis. Operation of the inversion centre at Cu reveals a square planar coordination environment with trans O atom donors from protonated nip ligands and trans N donors from two dpp ligands (Fig. 1) . The Hnip ligands are bound to Cu in a simple monodentate fashion via an O atom belonging to the non-protonated carboxylate terminus.
Operation of the 2-fold rotation axes indicates that dpp ligands connect neighboring Cu atoms into a one-dimensional [Cu(Hnip) 2 (dpp)] n coordination polymer chain (Fig. 2) , which is oriented parallel to the c-axis. The methylene groups within the dpp ligands adopt a gauche-gauche conformation, providing a Cu···Cu separation of 10.656 (4) Å. Neighboring chains aggregate by hydrogen-bonding mechanisms (Table 1) involving the hydroxyl groups of the protonated Hnip ligands and unligated O atoms of the monodentate Hnip carboxylate groups, thus forming the three-dimensional supramolecular structure (Fig. 3) .
Experimental
All starting materials were obtained commercially. A mixture of copper nitrate trihydrate (90 mg, 0.37 mmol), 5-nitroisophthalic acid (79 mg, 0.37 mmol), 1,3-di-4-pyridylpropane (73 mg, 0.37 mmol) and 10.0 g water (550 mmol) was placed into a 23 ml Teflon-lined Parr Acid Digestion bomb, which was then heated under autogenous pressure at 363 K for 24 h.
Blue blocks of (I) were obtained along with a light-blue amorphous powder.
Refinement
All H atoms bound to C atoms were placed in calculated positions, with C-H = 0.95 -0.99 Å, and refined in riding mode with U iso = 1.2U eq (C). The H atom bound to the protonated carboxylate O atom was found in a difference Fourier map, restrained with O-H = 0.89 Å, and refined with U iso = 1.2U eq (O).
The maximum and minimum residual electron density peaks of 1.10 and -0.31 e Å -3 , respectively, were located 1.08 Å and 0.68 Å from the C14 and C17 atoms, respectively. catena-Poly [[bis(3-carboxy-5-nitrobenzoato 
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